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To Our Clients, Friends, and Community,
2021 surprised many of us. The pandemic continued into a second
year, punctuated by several false starts towards normalcy that
tested our collective resiliency. Our communities adapted and
continued to move forward, knowing that the world ahead doesn’t
look like the world before 2020. The continued turmoil has caused
us all to hold tight to what’s essential and reevaluate what is not.
For North Berkeley in 2021, we affirmed what we have long
believed: connection is vital to our community and our wellbeing
as a group and as individuals. To have a community alive with
connection and possibility, we must remain engaged despite the
barriers and detours thrown up over the last two years. Recent
events may have altered how we engage with our community, but
not our resolve to meet need where it stands.
Our 2021 Community Engagement Report looks back at a year of
giving characterized by change and encouraged by collective spirit.

With gratitude,
The Team at North Berkeley Wealth Management
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Our team pictured from top left: Kate King, Brian Kozel, Krystal Fortner, Sam Wood-Bednarz, Ariana
Alisjahbana, Daniel Smyth, Jena Regan, Carmetta Joyner, Matthew Gatt, Shabana Shah, Jim Sertich, Debra
Ellisen, James Wilson, Maureen Sullivan, and Dan Nakahara

2021 Community
Engagement Overview
In 2021, we continued to adapt to changes brought
on by the coronavirus pandemic. We evaluated our
areas of giving and shifted our priorities to better
meet our main giving goals. Individual giving took
center stage with two initiatives developed to
broaden our impact and unite our team in giving.
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Donation Highlights
As You Sow
Blue Forest
Earthjustice
Friends of the Urban Forest
Occur
Rise Up
Community Change
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Team Giving
Initiatives

Volunteer Highlights
Berkeley Food Network
Solano Avenue BID
The Changemaker Project
Jewish Community Federation
Skate XP
Yes Nature to Neighborhoods

$12,500
Donated during
employee giving
initiatives

Engaging with the Community

Giving as a Firm
Giving at North Berkeley takes several forms, all with the common goal of
supporting essential nonprofit organizations, creating deeper ties to the community,
and effecting change. We welcome opportunities for broader involvement to
complement our community partnerships.

Sponsorships and Donations
Sponsorships provide financial support for nonprofit organizations doing exceptional work
to make our communities healthy and prosperous. By funding causes we believe in, we
hope to align our firm’s values with the broader community and establish a visible presence.
We also believe that the continued support of valued organizations helps our community
grow stronger together. Our leadership team initiates giving throughout the year. We also
provide funds to our team members to make charitable donations. Read more about this
year’s team giving in our engagement story.

Community Involvement
We use our time and expertise to support local organizations and positively impact the
community. Our advisory team provides expertise and counsel to our community partners
and other nonprofit organizations. North Berkeley also provides five paid service days off
for all its team members.
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Deeper Engagement

Community Partners
In 2021 we reevaluated our community partnerships and added organizations that
we not only support financially but interact with on multiple levels. We partner with
these select local organizations by providing direct financial support, professional
guidance, and volunteers. We believe in the missions of these valuable organizations
and want to ensure their continued operation and success.

The Berkeley Food Network envisions
a Berkeley where no one goes hungry.
Using an innovative, community-centered
approach to food sourcing and distribution,
they provide easy and convenient access
to healthy, high-quality free food for people
who need it. Kate King co-founded and
served as the Treasurer of BFN; she remains
currently on the Executive Committee.
Several of our team have also served as
volunteers.
Learn More
berkeleyfoodnetwork.org

In partnership with nature, YES nurtures
leaders who champion the wellbeing
of their community. Their vision is for
Richmond youth, adults, and families to lead
healthy, connected lives, motivate change
in their neighborhoods, and inspire a safe,
thriving community. Lead Advisor Matthew
Gatt serves as their Treasurer, and North
Berkeley provides investment reserve and
retirement investment management.
Learn More
yesfamilies.org

The YWCA Berkeley/Oakland’s mission
is to eliminate racism, empower women,
develop leaders, and promote peace, justice,
freedom, and dignity for all. The YWCA is
a global movement working for women’s
empowerment, leadership, and rights,
young women and girls. In 2021, Carmetta
Joyner, Jena Regan, and Krystal Fortner
participated in their Young Women and
Money conference.
Learn More
ywca-berkeley.org

The Changemaker Project equips young
people with the tools and skills to create
a better world. Through a Global Pitch
competition, they team up groups with
potential sponsors to enact the change they
envision in the world. Kate King and Daniel
Smyth participated as judges for the 2021
Global Pitch.

Learn More
thechangemakerproject.org

Engagement Stories

Giving as a Team
Giving is fun. Giving as a group is even better. In 2021 North Berkeley provided $600
per team member to research and fund organizations. We structured the funding as
two giving initiatives, each focusing on a specific issue, and asked our team to support
organizations doing good work in their field. The broad spectrum of organizations was an
inspiring way for us to come together as a team on behalf of the community.

Fall Giving Initiative
Protecting Our Environment
We face an increasing number of environmental
dangers caused by global warming and the
exploitation of our natural resources. It is easy to
become overwhelmed and even despondent by
what we see in the media daily. Researching and
supporting organizations dedicated to protecting
the environment can shift our perspective,
fostering a greater sense of resolve. That’s what
happened for us during our fall giving initiative
when we individually sought out organizations to
support and came together to discuss our choices
in our quarterly team meeting.
By taking a team approach in tackling these
issues, we broadened our scope of giving,
exposing each of us to valuable organizations we
might otherwise not know. Support ranged from
the protection of marine wildlife to organizations
driving policy through legal action. We donated to
12 organizations based mainly in the SF Bay Area.

Winter Giving Initiative
Social Justice
At its core, social justice means equal rights, equal opportunity, and equal treatment for
all people. As wealth managers, we recognize that the distribution of economic growth
is not always fair or compassionate. Acknowledging the inequality is the first step.
Identifying ways, as a firm, to address social justice and putting our beliefs into practice
can be difficult.
For our winter giving initiative, we asked our team to explore areas of social justice to
help broaden our collective understanding of social justice. It also provided an opportunity
to learn more about organizations promoting individual rights and building a better
community. As this is a multifaceted problem, the variety of organizations and causes is
broad. With $300 to donate, each person chose an organization or two that addressed
an issue important to them. From a food business incubator in San Francisco to several
Oakland-based social justice organizations fighting systemic racism, our team delivered a
list of exciting and impactful groups. In total, we donated to 14 organizations.

Our Choices Matter

Business as a Force for Good
North Berkeley is a certified B Corp, which recognizes a commitment to doing business as
a force for good. We seek to have a positive impact in our business choices by keeping all
stakeholders in mind. 2021 affirmed the continuing need to put community at the center
of our decisions.

Proud B Corp
We became a B Corp in 2013 to provide a visible, sustainable alternative
to big financial institutions that are full of conflicts of interest, guided by
short-term investment horizons, and appear to have little overall stakeholder
involvement. Being a B Corp helps identify us as part of the solution needed
in our industry: a wave of local, socially sustainable financial services firms.

Business in Our Community
Community Banking
We use a community bank because of its local focus and because it channels its loans to
the neighborhoods where its depositors live and work, which helps local businesses and
communities thrive. It is a Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) focusing on
creating equal opportunity for all community members.

Valued Local Vendors
Using local vendors supports our local economy and deepens our connection to the people
who work in our communities.

The Impact of Our Services
Many of our clients want their financial decisions to have a positive social impact. Our
services help with a broad spectrum of choices, from banking options to philanthropy
to investments. We also have impact investing options and leverage shareholder
engagement when possible. Each decision is an opportunity for impact, one that reflects a
client’s values and their desire to promote a sustainable future.

Impact Investing
A growing percentage of our clients elect to engage in some form of impact investing.
This ranges from investing in high-impact notes that promote local businesses to creating
negatively screened portfolios that remove unwanted businesses.

Shareholder Resolutions
When you own a share, you own a part of a company. We help clients use the power of the
shareholder vote to voice opinions about a company’s policies.

Our Work with Nonprofits
We provide services to a select group of nonprofit organizations. Nonprofits provide a
vital role but often don’t have access to professional financial advice. We help strengthen
nonprofits by providing financial clarity and stability through properly managing their reserves,
providing brokerage services for stock donations, and counseling on growth strategies.

Art at North Berkeley

We believe that art is a vital component of a healthy community. Our curated art program
provides a venue to foster local artists, nourish our cultural roots, and strengthen community
ties. Although our exhibits have looked slightly different over the past two years, we
continue to promote artists and seek new talent to feature in our office gallery.
Pictured: Blue Sky Blue, from the Oaxaca Variations exhibit by Gary Goldberg
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Questions & Comments
James Wilson, Director, Client Experience
james@northberkeleywealth.com

